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Information, Guidance & Resources
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o

EY funding benchmarking tool

o

Exemptions from the EYPFS for providers & individual
children

Early years funding: 2026-27
Early years qualification requirements & standards

o

o

e Children of the 2020s: second survey of families at age 2

Resources & Training
e \Webinar on disability duties

e Attendance webinar

o National Professional Qualification webinar

L 4

Learning



DfE Published Statistics - Pupil Attendance in Schools

The attendance rate (proportion of possible sessions attended) was
91.03% across all schools in the week commencing 15 December
2025 (absence rate 8.9%).

Absence was 0.51 percentage points lower across all schools when
compared to the equivalent week in the last academic year (week
commencing 16 December 2024. This has been driven by a 0.44
percentage point decrease in authorised absence and a 0.07
percentage point decrease in unauthorised absence.

These figures are derived from regular data automatically
submitted to the DfE by participating schools on a daily basis.

The figures are published as official statistics in development
to give an indicative figure for the absence rate during the
2025/26 academic year from 8 September 2025.

National level figures for the week commencing 1 September
2025 are included in underlying data of the academic year's first
publication. Full 2024/25 academic year and termly pupil
absence data, including by characteristics, can be found in

this historical publication.

This release covers the week ending 19 December 2025, the
last week of the autumn term for all schools.

The pupil attendance dashboard will be updated fortnightly,
providing aggregate metrics on overall absence and reasons for
absence estimated at national, regional and local authority level
only. Due to the timeliness of the data, and that they are based
on a subset of schools, figures are estimates that are expected
to change as registers are adjusted. The data should be viewed
as an early indicator for the more detailed but less frequent
Accredited Official Statistics on pupil absence.

Use the ‘Compare your attendance’ dashboard to compare with
other schools in the local authority. This has been updated to
show data for this current academic year. Use it to compare
absence and unauthorised absence, as well as special
educational needs and free school meals pupils.

The data shows that the attendance rate across the 2024/25
academic year to date was 93.3%. The absence rate was, therefore,
6.7% across all schools. The rate of persistent absence was 18.2%,
which is a 1.9 percentage point decrease compared to the
equivalent point last academic year.

School Type

State funded
primary

State funded
secondary

State funded special

Absence Rate (w/c

15 December 2025)

7.23% (4.85%
authorised and
2.37% unauthorised)

10.69% (6.30%
authorised and
4.38% unauthorised)

15.78% (11.40%
authorised and
4.37% unauthorised)

Absence Rate
(2025/26 academic
year to date)

5.19% (3.79%
authorised and
1.41% unauthorised)

7.99% (5.14%
authorised and
2.85% unauthorised)

12.86% (9.47%
authorised and
3.40% unauthorised)
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2024-week-37
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2024-week-37
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2024-week-29
https://department-for-education.shinyapps.io/pupil-attendance-in-schools/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-absence-in-schools-in-england
https://viewyourdata.education.gov.uk/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2024-week-51
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2024-week-51

Elective home education and Children missing education statistics

Elective home education: autumn term 2025

e This publication provides data reported by local authorities on
children of compulsory school age in elective home education
(EHE) in England.

e EHE is different to Education provided by a local authority
Otherwise Than At a School (EOTAS) — e.g., tuition for children
who are too ill to attend school. Such children are not counted
in these figures. EHE is also different to children missing
education (CME) who are not registered pupils at a school and
are not receiving suitable education otherwise than at a school.

e This release is published as official statistics in
development, which means that these statistics are undergoing
evaluation for quality and user need. The data collection
became mandatory in autumn 2024, as a relatively new
collection the DfE expect the quality of the data returns to
continue to improve over time as the collection becomes
established..

e This publication is updated annually, the next release in winter
2026 will include termly data collected up to autumn 2026.

Headline Facts :
e There were 126,000 children in EHE on census date in autumn

2025. In the previous autumn term, there were 111,700 children

electively home educated.

e 175,900 children were EHE at any point during the 2024/25
academic year. Across the previous academic year there were
153,300 children in EHE.

Children missing education: autumn term 2025/26

e This publication provides data reported by local authorities
on children missing education (CME) in England.

e CME does not include pupils who are receiving suitable elective
home education (EHE). CME also does not include children
who are registered pupils of a school but are persistently or
severely absent. Information on these children can be found
in pupil absence in schooals.

e This release is published as official statistics in
development, which means that these statistics are undergoing
evaluation for quality and user need. The data collection
became mandatory in autumn 2024, as a relatively new
collection the DfE expect the quality of the data returns to
continue to improve over time as the collection becomes
established.

e This publication is updated annually, the next release in winter
2026 will include termly data collected up to autumn 2026.

Headline Facts :

e 34,700 children missed education on census date in autumn
2025. In the previous autumn term, there were 39,200 children
missing education (CME).

e An estimated 143,500 children were CME at any point in the
2024/25 academic year. Across the previous academic year,
there were an estimated 149,900 CME. These figures include
adjustments made for non-response.
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-missing-education/2025-26-autumn-term
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-missing-education/2025-26-autumn-term
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-absence-in-schools-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/elective-home-education-autumn-term-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5a3f2eba-1733-48b5-bb71-093ee9b2eb7e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/elective-home-education-autumn-term-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5a3f2eba-1733-48b5-bb71-093ee9b2eb7e&utm_content=daily

Ofsted Published Information & Data

Martyn Oliver's speech at the Livery Education Conference
2026

e Sir Martyn Oliver, Ofsted’s Chief Inspector, spoke at the Livery
Education Conference at Drapers’ Hall. In his speech, he went
through the trends being seen, Ofsted’s role & changes and how
he sees the bigger picture.

e Read the full speech here.
State-funded school inspections and outcomes: management
information

e See here for management information aggregated and published
monthly, and publications of inspections and outcomes from 2005
to 2015 and 2015 to 2019.

e This has recently been updated with published management
information as at 31 December 2025.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/martyn-olivers-speech-at-the-livery-education-conference-2026?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e387b6fb-9361-4b31-82af-5faa5f333b86&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/monthly-management-information-ofsteds-school-inspections-outcomes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=77678116-3ed3-4b07-b1d8-b929aea5cc04&utm_content=daily

* Government Consultations, Calls for Evidence & Surveys

National Professional Qualifications: call for insights &
evidence

Building on the first call for evidence, the DfE are now
launching a second exercise as part of the process to
formally review the National Professional Qualification
(NPQ) suite.

This exercise is seeking insights or opinions on the full suite
of NPQs and research evidence which may inform updates to
the evidence-base underpinning the following NPQ
frameworks:

o NPQ Leading teacher development (NPQLTD)
o NPQ Leading teaching (NPQLT)

o NPQ Leading behaviour and culture (NPQLBC)
o NPQ Leading literacy (NPQLL)

o NPQ Leading primary maths (NPQLPM)

o NPQ Early years leadership (NPQEYL)

o NPQ Special educational needs co-ordinator
(NPQSENCO)

Please read and refer to the guidance at the bottom of this
page when completing your survey response

See here for more information and the link to share your
views (which closes on 20 February 2026).

Consultation on staffing of breakfast clubs

The DfE are working with the Open Innovation Team to
gather insights on how breakfast clubs are staffed and
delivered in primary schools. This work will help shape future
DfE policy, guidance and support for schools. It will also
inform the expansion of the free breakfast club programme.

The DfE are particularly keen to hear from teaching
assistants and support staff.

The survey is open until Friday 30 January 2026. Take part
by completing a short online survey or joining an online focus
group or brief interview (register via the survey)

This is not limited to Early Adopter Schools - all schools are
welcome to take part. Participation is voluntary, and all
responses are anonymous. No individual school will be
identified.

User research on school performance & reporting

The DfE are inviting school, trust, and FE college leaders to
share their views on how information about schools and
colleges is presented.

The research will explore

o Ways to improve how we share information about schools
and colleges; and

o Developing ‘profiles’ for schools and colleges to help
provide a more rounded picture of education provision.

Please complete this short form if you would like to share
your perspective. A researcher will then contact you to
arrange a session

¢

Learning


https://news.service.education.gov.uk/D185132F703319AE832FCD821456C876F5B455FBAFCA25BD0640567F1AB62EEA/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/66696ED8024DDB2B05A5E2781C476360788BDE1ECCAA99C99951D2C8BA6CF9EC/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/C3318D6E6960A527699ABBFF225266959A46FBB19916D925A79CED92B4CC78F7/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/C45550FBB03DE2AFA4829374743F6F336E2C0D846A5D6D67A1A5895EC1645E30/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/national-professional-qualifications-npq-framework-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/national-professional-qualifications-npqs-call-for-insights-and-evidence?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=9b1f3633-e9ca-4632-9664-3b9a475a193f&utm_content=daily

The Secretary of State has written to all schools to welcome
them back for the spring term. Read the email here

To receive updates from the Secretary of State directly, sign up
here.

The government has launched, 'Youth Matters: Your National
Youth Strategy'.

This is a 10-year plan to ensure every young person across the
country has somewhere to go, someone who cares for them and
a community they feel part of.

The strategy was co-produced with young people and the sector,

drawing on the voices of over 14,000 young people of the ages

10 to 21 and up to 25 for those with SEND. These insights inform

the ‘State of the Nation report’.

The DfE ask that you share the strategy with young people,

trusted adults, educational establishments by:

o reading and sharing the ‘Youth Matters: Your National Youth
Strategy'

o having a discussion with your class, youth club or group, using
the supporting toolkit.

o encouraging them to complete a feedback form, sharing their
views on the strategy — sector professional, practitioner
session and young person

The SSSNB will be a statutory negotiating body for school support staff.
They will negotiate pay & conditions and advise on training and career
progression. See here for more information.

The public switched telephone network (PSTN), integrated
services digital network (ISDN) and copper broadband services
will be switched off by January 2027. The switch-off is industry-
led and your local network supplier should contact you well in
advance of the switch-off.

To prepare for this, schools, colleges and other public-sector
estates should audit their sites to identify where these are still
used. Where appropriate, they should switch to a digital service,
such as voice over internet protocol (VolP).

See here for guidance on auditing your estate to help you
replace copper-based internet services before PSTN and ISDN
are switched off in 2027.

How schools can improve attainment using regional improvement
for standards and excellence (RISE) resources can be found
here.

Maths resources and a link to a writing framework webinar
recording have recently been added to the available resources.

e The Employment Rights Bill received Royal Assent on Thursday,

18 December 2025 and is now the Employment Rights Act
2025.

The Employment Rights Act will modernise trade union
legislation and transform workplace law for the 21st century.

Whilst there have been some immediate changes because of the
Act, most changes will be introduced gradually over a two-year

period. See here for the full list of reforms to be introduced.
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https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9471/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prepare-your-education-estate-for-the-pstn-and-isdn-switch-off?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=47cab385-1287-4557-9961-431bd326138e&utm_content=daily#how-to-audit-your-estate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rise-support-for-improving-attainment-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=dbe868f5-37e8-409f-9d76-a5417ef836c6&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/E3F2B8D3A0F1576B07DE1DF4EB9738A53B485356419865D7634F4256CC26C0A0/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/7BBB1A2B0E1EE6ACB6A37F78B6820DD332ED4B1D96ADA44E7819B5CB508D0613/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/D293F459CE7FB09B220FCC4DDC1B815A921B337C389B00C420D5D5192E69F73A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/2D4D5FB7583563FF012CBB4E1F5E727B29920F8C60C31ED3D22F659FD3D2686D/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/2D4D5FB7583563FF012CBB4E1F5E727B29920F8C60C31ED3D22F659FD3D2686D/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/B4507C3A15736295C789C34152192150E2026CA48F185CDEADDDE15A1AA37919/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/493BF7609A9931A3F1E8559CF9109E8C28BB49FDBADC66D9882091218F369115/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/493BF7609A9931A3F1E8559CF9109E8C28BB49FDBADC66D9882091218F369115/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/1BB86BBA103B927DF36D67989E92BEA4FFBD3D58FF4427309B7DFD73111830CF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/E781E72CEAB932956E76C19BB16F24A5A2668BCA0B7BC16147022AE365977D54/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/7AC3A4B43464AD791D752E8E37C2D27688C1FA1F644EB2EC52F5307B1AE534FD/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/7AC3A4B43464AD791D752E8E37C2D27688C1FA1F644EB2EC52F5307B1AE534FD/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/DAC9DFACDCC60DCF2E7797FE10A3B3C0436C45A3641A621421DA4996F8716435/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/school-support-staff-negotiating-body-sssnb?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=06ca086f-f9db-48f1-85b8-ee510977fdfc&utm_content=daily

e How schools can prohibit the use of mobile phones throughout

the school day is published here. This includes the following
documents:

o Mobile phones in schools (recently updated) which explains
how to develop, implement & maintain a policy that prohibits
the use of mobile phones in schools.

o Communicating your policy for prohibiting the use of
mobile phones in schools to parents (replaces the ‘Mobile
phones in schools: toolkit for schools’) - guidance on how to
communicate with parents about your policy and facts &
figures to support discussions.

o ‘Creating a mobile phone-free environment: school case
studies - gives examples of how primary and secondary
schools have successfully implemented a mobile phone free-
school environment.

This guidance should be read alongside the guidance on
behaviour in schools and keeping children safe in education.

In addition, the government have announced they will be
launching a consultation on children’s social media use and bans
phones in schools to protect young people’s wellbeing and
ensure safer online experiences. Read the full press release
here.

The government recently announced that from summer 2026,
every year 11 student in England will be able to see their GCSE
exam results on a new app. Read the full press release here.

Guidance on the capabilities and features that generative Al
products and systems should meet to be considered safe for
users in educational settings have been published here.

These standards are for edtech developers and suppliers to
schools and colleges. Schools and colleges may also find them
helpful in assessing which Al products are safe for use in
education.

Please also refer to Generative artificial intelligence (Al) in
education.

The Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson, also spoke to the
Global Al Safety Summit on 19 January 2026. Read the full
speech here.

Guidance about the use of physical restraint in schools for
governing bodies, headteachers and school staff is published
here.

Information now includes ‘Restrictive interventions, including use
of reasonable force, in schools’ which comes into force on 1 April
2026. The document, ‘Use of reasonable force in schools’
remains effective until 31 March 2026.

See here for the government’s consultation response, “use of
reasonable force and other restrictive interventions”.

Information about the net capacity assessment (NCA)
programme, when school site visits will take place and how to
read your NCA report can be found here. Information includes an

updated tranche list of dates for school site visits.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-ai-product-safety-expectations?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=108ea3fc-2c2f-4197-af37-60652312dd05&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-speech-at-global-ai-safety-summit?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=dd45d925-576b-4e40-86d4-a718001613a8&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-of-reasonable-force-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=bf2bc165-e0d5-4d91-a6e3-13081a97164a&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/use-of-reasonable-force-and-other-restrictive-interventions-guidance-proposed-amendments?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a911223d-e8fa-4e64-b3b5-0bd728f2c6c3&utm_content=daily#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/net-capacity-assessment-nca-programme?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=72b7eed1-82d9-4649-b120-a97e18d63720&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=dc0bf1ad-3fef-42d6-b729-1229c14873bc&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-drive-action-to-improve-childrens-relationship-with-mobile-phones-and-social-media?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=96ddba64-ac7d-48e7-b9e4-c7459eabb1c5&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-modernises-exam-records-with-new-app?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=4fb6ead0-54f8-469a-88af-323825dffd0e&utm_content=daily

See here for information on the how public sector schools can
join the risk protection arrangement (RPA), an alternative to
commercial insurance, which may save time and money.

Information has recently been updated with annual membership
costs.

National Apprenticeship Week 2026 takes place from Monday, 9
to Sunday, 15 February 2026.

This week-long celebration brings together businesses and
apprentices across the country to shine a light on the positive
impact apprenticeships make to individuals, businesses and the
wider economy.

Visit National Apprenticeship Week 2026 for ideas, help and
support to plan your #NAW2026 activities, including tailored
resources for schools and colleges.

The course directory contains information on courses offered by
learning providers who are publicly funded to deliver courses in
England.

‘Live course providers: December 2025 and ‘Live courses with
regions and venues: December 2025’ have been added to the
published information. Files for September 2025 have been
removed.

Guidance on how to identify and report fraud and additional
resources is published here.

Stay informed about fraud in the education sector by signing up
to fraud news & alerts from DfE.

During the 2025 autumn term, the DfE delivered a series of 6
regional improvement for standards and excellence (RISE)
webinars on reception quality led by sector experts, including the
Education Endowment Foundation (EEF), Ofsted and English
Hubs. See the webinars here.

The aim of these free webinars is to support schools, trusts and
local authority leaders to increase the number of children who
achieve a good level of development (GLD) at the end of their
first year in school.

The sessions include

o Session 1 — the importance of reception and the data
available to support leaders

o Session 2 — Strategic leadership of the early years in school:
EEF shares the evidence

o Session 3 — Key messages from Ofsted’s research on strong
foundations

o Session 4 — Embedding a language rich environment and
supporting early writing

o Session 5 — Promoting good attendance routines in reception

o Session 6 — The importance of early maths
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/counter-fraud-guidance-for-education-and-training-providers?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=1e2e14d4-99ef-41cf-8877-c7621acefcee&utm_content=daily
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-coBigbL3oRJnkVdzOvY4uNUMVZUVEpLQ05HUE9aM1UyQTBKUE9ST1FLWC4u&embed=true
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=yXfS-grGoU2187O4s0qC-coBigbL3oRJnkVdzOvY4uNUMVZUVEpLQ05HUE9aM1UyQTBKUE9ST1FLWC4u&embed=true
https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/reception-quality-webinar-series-autumn-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=f77c55c2-2596-47a3-8e31-1037b1d38d81&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/6BFD6A3A40DA42C4B39FA10B11AFBD46D4208A1020087B9C6ADBDB4C6CD4CE7C/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-careers-service-course-directory?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=56cda7c0-9691-4171-9c83-b9f1da08d232&utm_content=daily

e CLEAPSS, the advisory service supporting safe, high-quality
practical work in science and design & technology, has recently
responded to an increase in calls to its helpline regarding
incidents with copper sulphate. Most concerningly, reports
include pupils deliberately consuming the chemical.

e Actions for staff:

o Enforce rules: strictly maintain "no eating or drinking" policies
in all laboratories and prep rooms. This is a legal requirement
under COSHH regulations.

o Emergency readiness: ensure you are familiar with lab
emergency procedures and have reviewed the relevant E-
cards.

o Update documentation: review the 2025 Hazard 027C,
which includes revised safety advice for copper sulphate.

e Safer practical work — For teachers planning crystal making
practical's, refer to CLEAPSS protocol PP027. This provides a
safer and more reliable method for producing copper sulphate
crystals within 30 minutes.

e CLEAPSS can provide health and safety guidance, model risk
assessments, and training.
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https://news.service.education.gov.uk/43BC66B1364C57AE486B952C0A4B3E98EC1F35729E66C58BE85525B37E3B680A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/43BC66B1364C57AE486B952C0A4B3E98EC1F35729E66C58BE85525B37E3B680A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/43BC66B1364C57AE486B952C0A4B3E98EC1F35729E66C58BE85525B37E3B680A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/CC24F0C9124646BD8AC2FF6024CDF502E874E555E8A2BE45A3C771B30606A255/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/5CB87171BD017D933D1A5ECAF7FDFCA98AFFA18A37D16C963A488673E35BDEB4/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/3146B2DA5970EF2910415BB05023171D8373060BED692973B288D026CE46993E/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/3146B2DA5970EF2910415BB05023171D8373060BED692973B288D026CE46993E/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35

See here for information explaining the financial health and
resource management standards schools need to confirm they
have met in the schools financial value standard (SFVS).

The SFVS checklist and checklist guidance have been updated
for 2025-26 and added to available information.

Information on pupil premium funding, how school leaders can
use it effectively and pupil premium strategy statements can be
found here.

Funding rates and payment dates for the 2026-27 financial year
have been added to the updated Pupil Premium overview
document.

Local authority guidance for implementing the funding system for
the 2026-27 financial year is published here.

The schools operational guide has been updated to reflect the

publication of the 2026-27 DSG and high needs operational

guides — specifically:

o Section 9: Low prior attainment — the value for pupils in year 7
has been confirmed

o Section 38: High needs funding —a paragraph has been
inserted in reference to the high needs national funding
formula for 2026-27

o Annex 5: spilt site eligibility criteria has been updated
regarding additional sites per schools that are separated from
the main site

See here for how much local authorities receive for DSG funding
in the 2026-27 financial year and how it is calculated.

Information for local authorities, schools and colleges about high
needs funding arrangements for the 2026-27 financial and
academic year is published here.

This has been updated with the ‘High needs funding: 2026-27
operational guide’

Information for local authorities, schools and the general public
about local authority education funding and expenditure plans for
2025-26 is published here.

The following data on the ‘High needs places and funding by
maintained school 2025-26" spreadsheet has been revised and
the spreadsheet replaced. Please ensure you are using the most
current information:

o Added a school that was incorrectly missed off the original
data

o Removed several academies that were incorrectly included
o Removed several schools with no high needs places

¢

Learning


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dedicated-schools-grant-dsg-2026-to-2027?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=99864705-12e1-4dfb-ba18-1ab17be24a95&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/high-needs-funding-arrangements-2026-to-2027?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=7b3b1122-028f-440d-8ff8-05bdb53fb81f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/section-251-2025-to-2026?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=d4d8c82d-ab1f-43e0-a21e-3b5e2b38cf0f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-financial-value-standard?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=fd78ff14-447b-47f6-adab-9fa4505bbd7d&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8763a513-18e6-4bb6-9f55-b1e373493d10&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-16-schools-funding-local-authority-guidance-for-2026-to-2027?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=42ddf661-83a0-48b9-833a-b97d29ffeb9a&utm_content=daily

The early years funding benchmarking tool covers all local
authorities in England, showing projected spending in the 2025-
26 financial year to provide early entitlement places for children
aged 9 months to 4 years old.

Early years providers, parents and others can use the tool to:
o understand the early education system in their area

o understand local authorities’ decisions

o compare their local authority to others

The benchmarking tool and the accompanying guide has recently
been updated in line with 2025-2026 requirements.

This guidance explains when exemptions to the EYFS statutory
framework apply and what early years settings must do to apply
for an exemption.

Information has recently been updated to provide further clarity
on existing policies and processes.

Information for local authorities and settings about early years
funding for the 2026 to 2027 financial year can be found here.

The following updates have been made to publish information:

o ’Early years entitlements: LA funding operational guide 2026-
27’ - sections 4.1 and 4.6 updated to clarify the hourly funding
rate used for the 3 & 4-year-old pass-through calculation

o ’Early years funding pass-through calculator tool — additional
information added to the ‘Instructions’ tab in the ‘Instructions’ box
and the formula in cell C7 on the ‘Pass-through calculator’ tab
now reflects the relevant calculation rate for 3 & 4-year-olds.

e The following published information linked to EY qualifications

have recently been updated:

o The gualifications that staff must hold to be included in the
specified staff:child ratios at levels 2, 3 and 6 of the early
years foundation stage (EYFS) has been updated to remove
'Early years qualification requirements and standards: until 1
January 2026'. The requirements currently published came
into effect on 1 January 2026.

o Guidance on the experience based route for early years staff
sets out how early years providers can implement the
experience-based route for staff who do not hold full and
relevant qualifications. The previous 'Experience-based route
for early years: non-statutory guidance’ has been replaced
with an updated version, following changes to the law on 1
January 2026 to include the new Ofsted inspection framework.

o The list of UK qualifications that meet DfE criteria for counting
in the early years foundation stage statutory framework
staff:child ratios has been updated to remove a reference to
the Ecctis early years service, which is now only for help with
overseas qualifications.

o The check an early years qualification service is for managers
& practitioners to see if an early years qualification is
approved as full and relevant by DfE for working in staff:child
ratios in England. The service has been updated to make
clear that practitioners can also use the service. A reference to
UK ENIC early years services has also been removed — this is
now only for help with overseas qualifications.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-qualification-requirements-and-standards?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=264de7ca-0e6c-48f1-b550-fea9a3003909&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-qualification-requirements-and-standards?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=264de7ca-0e6c-48f1-b550-fea9a3003909&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-qualification-requirements-and-standards?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=264de7ca-0e6c-48f1-b550-fea9a3003909&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-qualification-requirements-and-standards?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=264de7ca-0e6c-48f1-b550-fea9a3003909&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/experience-based-route-for-early-years-staff?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3b85e96e-eb26-4872-a4b5-6dd9390a5459&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-qualifications-achieved-in-england?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8949c29d-e92e-4262-ac0c-31b0e622307f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-an-early-years-qualification?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=7b8b8f05-6004-41e9-b134-280f0a686558&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-benchmarking-tool?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=190f5e40-7ed3-4671-8440-945e7a56e791&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/exemptions-from-the-eyfs-for-providers-and-individual-children?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=ba319052-0985-4489-9ed9-443902e7e8ae&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-funding-2026-to-2027?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=118c4e85-1761-4b1e-8f76-742f4d9cfcbb&utm_content=daily

Summary of key findings from the Children of the 2020s
(COT20s) study on the home learning environment at age 2,
including screen time and digital media use can be found here.

The survey collects longitudinal statistical evidence on the factors
and mechanisms that influence cognitive and social-emotional
development during early childhood.

This research brief provides a summary of key findings

from COT20s on the home learning environment at age 2,
including screen time and digital media use. It uses data from the
primary care-giver survey of the second wave of data collection
from the COT20s longitudinal study, conducted when the cohort
children were 2 years old.

This study was commissioned by the DfE and conducted by
Ipsos in partnership with University College London.

Children of the 2020s: first survey of families at age 9 months is
also available.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-of-the-2020s-second-survey-of-families-at-age-2?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=17ae1e84-74d8-46e7-9f3c-d76f38269834&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-of-the-2020s-first-survey-of-families-at-age-9-months
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-of-the-2020s-first-survey-of-families-at-age-9-months

Resources & Training

Schools Webinar on disability duties

e The Council for Disabled Children has published a webinar for
schools on their disability duties.

e This complements three sets of guidance on disability duties
published in July. See guides & training packages for schools on
the disability duties in the Equality Act for more information.

e The materials were commissioned to support inclusive practice
and to help disabled pupils achieve the best possible educational
and other outcomes

Attendance Webinar - Wednesday 28 January 2026 @ 11am

e Register for this attendance webinar to learn about tools and
reports available in the monitor your school attendance service.
This includes new features recently launched in similar schools
comparison reports.

e Sign up here.
National Professional Qualification webinar - Wednesday 28
January 2026 at 4pm

e Register for a webinar for all education professionals about the
National Professional Qualification review, call for insights and
evidence.

e Sign up here.
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https://news.service.education.gov.uk/3C40936A40D68D108F7108BA2A2839B38EF6887B6A6E1D4C0E9F65FEA144D8B2/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0FC50DD9D3C52B826D7A06364500DFA7F8D616A1B557BAECB49396CD7906DE46/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0FC50DD9D3C52B826D7A06364500DFA7F8D616A1B557BAECB49396CD7906DE46/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/CFC142ED4546688EC77E127F3E4B18B20759E4BC07894004D13535B0285B180E/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monitor-your-school-attendance-webinar-tickets-1976870829868?aff=oddtdtcreator&es_c=17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E&es_cl=5DADB6E958445E7DA314365DDF493EFB&es_id=ph7%c2%a322
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/npq-review-call-for-insights-and-evidence-webinar-tickets-1978373187460?aff=oddtdtcreator&es_c=17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E&es_cl=B09C242B22D4B084B4F224C5C6FDFD68&es_id=ph7%c2%a322
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