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DfE Published Statistics - Pupil Attendance in Schools
▪ These figures are derived from regular data automatically 

submitted to the DfE by participating schools on a daily basis.

▪ Figures relate to the attendance of 5 to 15 year old 

(i.e. compulsory school age) pupils in state-funded primary, 

secondary and special schools in England.

▪ The figures are published as Official Statistics to give an 

indicative figure for the absence rate during the 2025/26 

academic year, from the 08 September 2025. For the full 

2024/25 academic year and termly pupil absence data, 

including by characteristics please see this historical 

publication.

▪ This release covers the period 8 September 2025 to 29 May 

2026. 

▪ Use the ‘Compare your attendance’ dashboard to compare with 

other schools in the local authority. This has been updated to 

show data for this current academic year. Use it to compare 

absence and unauthorised absence, as well as special 

educational needs and free school meals pupils.

▪ See here for the latest publication.

School Type Absence Rate  (w/c 

18 May 2026)

Absence Rate 

(2025/26 academic 

year to date)

State funded 

primary

6.34% (3.88% 

authorised and 

2.47% unauthorised)

5.11% (3.69% 

authorised and 

1.41% unauthorised)

State funded 

secondary

11.67% (7.23% 

authorised and 

4.44% unauthorised)

8.35% (5.22% 

authorised and 

3.13% unauthorised)

State funded special 14.52% (10.19% 

authorised and 

4.34% unauthorised)

12.96% (9.46% 

authorised and 

3.50% unauthorised)

▪ The attendance rate (proportion of possible sessions attended) was 

91.01% across all schools in the week commencing 18 May 2026 

(absence rate 8.99%). 

▪ Absence was 0.56 percentage points higher across all schools 

when compared to the equivalent week in the last academic year 

(week commencing 19 May 2025. This has been driven by a 0.30 

percentage point increase in authorised absence and a 0.26 

percentage point increase in unauthorised absence.

▪ The data shows that the attendance rate across the 2025/26 

academic year to date was 93.25%. The absence rate was, 

therefore, 6.75% across all schools. The rate of authorised absence 

4.51%, unauthorised absence 2.24% and persistent absence 

18.07%, which is a 0.09percentage point decrease compared to the 

equivalent point last academic year.

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2025-week-29
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2025-week-29
https://viewyourdata.education.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=bb7d32ac-7d2a-44a3-838e-d7c47e244029&utm_content=daily
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2025-week-21


Special educational needs in England: January 2026
Headline Facts :

Over 1.8 million pupils in England have SEN

● This is an increase of 91,400 (5.2%) pupils since 2025 and 

includes pupils with an EHCP and pupils with SEN support. 

The increasing trend has continued since 2016.

● The percentage of pupils with an EHC plan has increased to 

6.0%, from 5.3% in 2025.

● The percentage of pupils with SEN support has increased to 

14.8%, from 14.2% in 2025.

● The most common type of need for those with an EHCP is 

autistic spectrum disorder, and for those with SEN support is 

speech, language & communication needs.

The number & percentage of pupils with SEN continues to rise

● The number of pupils with an EHC plan increased by 11.6% 

between 2025 & 2026 to 538,500 and has more than doubled 

since 2016. The number of pupils with SEN support has 

increased by 2.8% from 2025 to 2026, and by 33.0% since 

2016. Since 2016, the total pupil population increased by 4.2%, 

meaning that there are now proportionally more pupils with an 

EHCP or SEN support.

● There are now 6.0% of pupils with an EHCP and 14.8% pupils 

with SEN support, continuing the increasing trend since 2016. 

Prior to 2016, the rate had remained steady at 2.8%. This 

increase is consistent with local authority data on the number of 

EHCPs for all children & young people.

● Pupils with an EHCP account for an increasing proportion of 

pupils with SEN; 29.0% of pupils in 2026, up from 19.3% in 

2016.

● This publication analyses the characteristics of pupils by their 

special educational needs provision and type of need.

● It’s based on data collected through the school census, general 

hospital school census and school-level annual school census 

(SLASC) for independent schools

● See here for more information and data.

Pupils with an EHC plan

538,547
pupils in schools in England. Up 

by 11.6% from 2025

HC plan (percent)

6.0%
percent of pupils with an EHC 

plan. Up from 5.3% in 2025

Pupils with SEN support/SEN 

without an EHC plan

1,319,780
pupils in schools in England. Up 

by 2.8% from 2025

SEN support/SEN without an 

EHC plan (percent)

14.8%
percent of pupils with SEN 

support. Up from 14.2%

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/school-pupils-and-their-characteristics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statements-of-sen-and-ehc-plans-england-2016
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-health-and-care-plans/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/education-health-and-care-plans/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/special-educational-needs-in-england/2025-26


Schools, pupils & their characteristics: academic year 2025/26
Headline Facts :

The number of pupils in schools in England has decreased

There has been a decrease of 112,200 (1.2%) pupils across all 

school types from the previous year, with a total of over 8.9 million 

pupils. This includes all state-funded and independent schools. 

The number of schools has increased slightly, by 20 to 24,499.

Free school meal eligibility continues to increase

26.5% of pupils are eligible for free school meals, up from 25.7% in 

2024/25. This represents over 2.2 million pupils.

Almost 1.6 million infant pupils were recorded as taking a free 

school meal on census day

Over 1.2 million pupils received a meal through the Universal 

Infant Free School Meals policy. There has been a slight increase 

in the proportion of pupils taking lunch on census day from 88.2% 

to 88.4%.

The average class size for infant pupils (reception, year 1 and 

year 2) has decreased

Infant class size has decreased slightly to 25.9 from 26.2 in 

2024/25; this is the lowest infant class size since 2008/09. There is 

a statutory limit of 30 pupils in an infant class.

● This publication analyses school and pupil statistics for England 

including age, gender, free school meals (FSM), ethnicity, 

English as additional language (EAL), class size..

● See here for more information and data.

Count of pupils of all ages

8,920,227
All schools in England - 

decrease of 112,200 from 

2024/25

Number of schools

24,499
All schools in England - 

increase of 20 from 2024/25

Percentage of pupils

26.5
Eligible for free school meals - 

up from 25.7 in 2024/2

Average class size

25.9
Infant classes - decrease of 0.3 

from 2024/25

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/school-pupils-and-their-characteristics/2025-26


Ofsted Published Information & Data

Inspection materials update

● Ofsted has published the first of their annual updates to the 

education inspection toolkits and operating guides. This includes 

toolkit, operating guides and information for: 

○ School inspection

○ Early years inspection

● A renewed ‘education inspection framework: supporting evidence 

base’ has also been published. This is statutory and non-statutory 

guidance, professional standards and relevant research that 

Ofsted reviewed to inform and develop the renewed education 

inspection framework and toolkits. Updates align the standards to 

the above updated education toolkits that will come into force in 

September 2026.

● Read the supporting press release.

Contracted Ofsted Inspectors

● Find out if you have the qualifications and experience to contract 

as an Ofsted inspector for 

○ schools or further education and skills

○ childminders, day care and other childcare providers.

● Please note that Ofsted have updated the criteria for ‘Who can be 

a contracted Ofsted inspector’ to explain how grades received 

under the renewed education inspection framework influence 

their contracting decisions.

School inspections: statistical commentaries 2025 to 2026

● See here for Short commentaries that explore different aspects of 

schools data.

Ofsted pen portraits of HM Inspectors (HMI)

● The HMI pen portraits give a biographical summary of individual 

inspectors’ experience and expertise.

● Updates have been made to some pen portraits to include SEND 

experience (correcting an earlier technical error).

Martyn Oliver's speech to the National Day Nurseries 

Association

● Ofsted’s Chief Inspector, Sir Martyn Oliver, spoke at the National 

Day Nurseries Association (NDNA) Conference on 5 June.

● He spoke about a better, safer system, what can you do, what 

Ofsted are doing, discerning & differentiating andwhat Ofsted are 

seeing & exceptional practice

State-funded school inspections and outcomes

● Management information aggregated and published monthly, and 

publications of inspections and outcomes from 2005-15 and 

2015-19 are published here. 

● Management information has recently been updated as at 31 

March 2026, 30 April 2026 and 31 May 2026.

School inspection data summary report (IDSR) guide

● This guide provides an overview of the inspection data summary 

report (IDSR) for primary and secondary schools, including 

schools with a sixth form, and gives guidance on how to interpret 

the data.

● Updates to the IDSR have been made for all schools with the 

DfE’s 2025/26 daily attendance collection up to and including 

spring part 2. The IDSR guidance has been updated to reflect this 

latest update.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3f9163c8-2b1e-41d6-bf49-34d3c5cbb612&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3f9163c8-2b1e-41d6-bf49-34d3c5cbb612&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=76804f65-d54b-4dc3-8af0-41fef48a23d4&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=76804f65-d54b-4dc3-8af0-41fef48a23d4&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inspection-materials-updated-ahead-of-september-2026?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=4404ff68-e4d7-436f-9c0f-91434687c27f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contracted-ofsted-inspectors-for-schools-and-further-education-and-skills?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=f85e1b3e-2e05-437f-8f85-0d58626ae7e5&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contracted-ofsted-inspectors-for-schools-and-further-education-and-skills?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=f85e1b3e-2e05-437f-8f85-0d58626ae7e5&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contracted-ofsted-inspectors-for-early-years-childcare-and-social-care?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=ca1346b2-10f3-4274-bdf5-4980b930ba1e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/contracted-ofsted-inspectors-for-early-years-childcare-and-social-care?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=ca1346b2-10f3-4274-bdf5-4980b930ba1e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspections-statistical-commentaries-2025-to-2026?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5b7b979c-86aa-427d-a400-4edb1af43cf1&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-pen-portraits-of-hm-inspectors-hmi?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8e2b7ab3-76e4-449d-983d-f029aea1992b&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-pen-portraits-of-hm-inspectors-hmi?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8e2b7ab3-76e4-449d-983d-f029aea1992b&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/martyn-olivers-speech-at-the-national-day-nurseries-association?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5ec95a96-f3e0-4354-875b-f9765f2c5e2e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/martyn-olivers-speech-at-the-national-day-nurseries-association?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5ec95a96-f3e0-4354-875b-f9765f2c5e2e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/monthly-management-information-ofsteds-school-inspections-outcomes?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=d383c3ab-c4ab-4847-801f-8c9fa8d4048e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-inspection-data-summary-report-idsr-guide?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8249b268-b391-4698-b95f-2caa81b392d3&utm_content=daily


Government Consultations, Calls for Evidence, Surveys & Research Requests

Survey on how schools manage SEND information

● The DfE are carrying out research into how mainstream primary 

and secondary schools record, monitor and share information 

about children with SEND. They have gathered insight from 

schools, and now invite you to complete a survey to build a 

clearer picture of current practice and how experiences vary 

across the sector.

● They want to hear from staff in mainstream schools whose role 

includes one or more of the following (this may include, but is 

not limited to SENCOs, teaching and support staff ):

o coordinating and reviewing SEND support

o creating and updating SEND support plans

o using SEND information to support day-to-day teaching

o receiving and sharing SEND information with other settings, 

organisations, or professionals

● If you are interested, complete the survey by 25 June 2026

● Please click here if you have any questions

Screen use by children aged 5 to 16

● This call for evidence invites research on screen use among 

children aged 5 to 16. It aims to gather robust evidence on 

impacts across health, development, wellbeing, behaviour and 

learning.

● Findings will inform new government guidance for parents and 

shape future policy on screen use in schools. It will also help to 

support effective, safe and beneficial use of digital technology 

by children & young people.

● See here to share your views. The consultation closes at 

11.59pm on Monday, 29 June. 

.

Take part in the Education Endowment Foundation EY funded 

trials

● The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) are recruiting 

nurseries and schools to take part in funded trials of 

programmes for early years settings, focused on strengthening 

language and self-regulation for ages 3 to 5 years.

● Programmes include:

o Talk With Tales for Children: A professional development 

programme that supports practitioners to use dialogic 

reading and themed story sessions to strengthen language 

development. The sign-up deadline is midnight on 31 July 

2026.

o Positive Early Childhood Education: A professional 

development programme that offers practical strategies to 

improve self-regulation, behaviour, and social interaction. 

The sign-up deadline is midnight on 31 July 2026.

o OxEd Whole Class & Nuffield Early Language Intervention 

(NELI): A universal oral language enrichment programme for 

reception pupils, delivered alongside or separately from 

NELI. The sign-up deadline is midnight on 30 June 2026.

● All participants receive financial recognition, and those 

delivering programmes benefit from training, coaching, and 

resources.

● Search your setting to find suitable programmes and register 

your interest

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/42D25DE0EF65B4B06917AFA75DC5F7CBD862C03FA0E9746CC3DB4F6639B2ADBF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/42D25DE0EF65B4B06917AFA75DC5F7CBD862C03FA0E9746CC3DB4F6639B2ADBF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/C14E48378FC1A3C6984091D92F1E4D90028FE8A9A869D351DEEEC0AEF1612168/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/screen-use-by-children-aged-5-to-16?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=56738813-0fa3-41e9-8a46-1f10e2b40c21&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/6D412E68BB9B9A44920D04D315065E496F92FEF4BB87BA216731343D8FBD3D52/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/6D412E68BB9B9A44920D04D315065E496F92FEF4BB87BA216731343D8FBD3D52/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/821CDBEEA5022D419F0BEB396506C9C83BBC7DCD1CFBB581EF8FD4952E8A2912/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/821CDBEEA5022D419F0BEB396506C9C83BBC7DCD1CFBB581EF8FD4952E8A2912/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/1322F7F77DD222E4BCA8D2722B06814E85C90D4FF9284607C1532C503E9A9A26/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/1322F7F77DD222E4BCA8D2722B06814E85C90D4FF9284607C1532C503E9A9A26/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/1322F7F77DD222E4BCA8D2722B06814E85C90D4FF9284607C1532C503E9A9A26/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/1322F7F77DD222E4BCA8D2722B06814E85C90D4FF9284607C1532C503E9A9A26/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/3F3009E52F5529B3B2A6947FBA0FB8D1DCAC1D06E630015E7A0B4D7EAF7E2C66/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/3F3009E52F5529B3B2A6947FBA0FB8D1DCAC1D06E630015E7A0B4D7EAF7E2C66/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35


Government Consultations, Calls for Evidence, Surveys & Research Requests.

Regulating post-16 vocational & technical qualifications at 

levels 2 & 3

● Ofqual have launched a consultation on their proposed 

regulatory approach, including on assessment and grading for 

Level 3 V levels, Level 2 Foundation Certificates, Level 2 

Occupational Certificates and retaking core exams in technical 

qualifications within T levels. 

● This consultation is split into 6 parts and seeks views on both 

our proposed regulatory approach, and the specific Conditions, 

requirements and guidance we propose to set to require these 

approaches.

● This consultation closes on 2 July 2026. 

Information sharing duty statutory guidance

● The Information Sharing duty will apply from September 2026. 

Ahead of this, the DfE are seeking views from safeguarding 

organisations and their practitioners on draft statutory guidance, 

including a data sharing agreement template. 

● The statutory guidance is intended to promote consistent 

implementation and support a cultural shift in how information 

sharing is understood and practised across sectors. It will 

replace the DfE’s existing guidance on information sharing. 

Statutory guidance on working together to safeguard 

children will, however, still apply.

● See here to share your views.

● The consultation closes at 11.59pm on Tuesday, 14 July. 

Education staff wellbeing charter survey

● Education settings are invited to complete a short survey about 

the education staff wellbeing charter.

● The survey gives settings an opportunity to share how the 

charter is working in practice, as well as on how it can be better 

supported with practical tools and resources.

● The charter promotes inclusive, positive whole-organisation 

cultures, where all staff benefit from supportive professional 

relationships. It also represents a shared commitment between 

the DfE, Ofsted, teaching and leadership unions, and schools 

and college employers to promote and protect staff wellbeing.

● Responses are welcomed from signatories and from settings 

considering signing up.

● Please complete one survey per setting by Tuesday, 30 June .

Independent review into antisemitism

● In March 2026 the Secretary of State for Education asked Sir 

David Bell to conduct a review into antisemitism in schools and 

colleges in England.

● As part of this review, the call for evidence seeks views from 

people with relevant lived experience, knowledge or expertise of 

antisemitism in schools and colleges.

● It will inform practical recommendations for the DfE and sector 

leaders on how to effectively prevent, identify and respond to 

antisemitism and other forms of hatred and prejudice.

● See here for more information and to share your views.

● The consultation closes at 11.59pm on Wednesday, 1 July.

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/D9787171343D7EAB3EA2BDE7C917E799CED746DB810C9DF914AD7667DA590E32/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safeguarding-practitioners-information-sharing-advice
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/information-sharing-duty-statutory-guidance?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2d4c86d4-f52b-4c2e-877f-ee5a02125e1d&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/01C0FD455243CA8E8EFC57E2A156206289011F24FDE7D68C058EB2D5D8C08FB6/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/402D40CBD6D9781BC96BA97E5B81352AE2900C815D8BFC5643FFCFB2B31B91FA/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
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Government Consultations, Calls for Evidence, Surveys & Research Requests

GCSE natural history proposed subject content

● The DfE have worked with experts and stakeholders to develop 

proposed subject content for a new GCSE in natural history.

● The GCSE will allow students to engage with and study specific 

organisms, including plants or animals and the contexts in 

which they live, and their complex interactions and 

dependencies.

● It will develop students’ skills of observation, description, 

recording and analysis, through sustained and structured field 

study.

● Findings from this consultation will be taken into account when 

finalising the subject content.

● Ofqual will consult on assessment arrangements later this year.

● See here to share your views.

● The consultation closes at 11.59pm on Friday, 4 September.

● Read the supporting press release here.  

.

Free breakfast club survey

● Over 1,250 schools are already seeing the benefits of free 

breakfast clubs. Learnings from these schools have shaped a 

suite of resources & case studies to support implementation.

● Following the passage of the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools 

Act (2026), all schools with primary-age pupils will be required 

to offer a free breakfast club. The DfE will help new groups of 

schools get up and running in stages throughout 2027 and 

2028, and they will let you know when applications are open. 

On 3 June 2026, the Secretary of State wrote to schools about 

the next phase of the national roll out.

● To help the DfE understand how best to support schools as 

national roll out continues, they recently sent a short survey to 

schools that are not yet part of the programme.

● Please complete the survey by 17 July 2026.

16-19 Performance measures

● The DfE is seeking views on proposals to improve 16-19 school 

and college performance measures

● The proposals aim to reform performance measures so that 

they improve outcomes and provide parents, students, and 

other users of the data with reliable and meaningful information.

● Views are sought on the ways in which we can make 16-19 

performance measures more consistent & comprehensive, 

improvements to English & maths progress measures and to 

refining retention measures

● See here for more information and to share your views.

● The consultation closes at 11.59pm on Tuesday, 21 July.

● Read the press release here. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/gcse-natural-history-proposed-subject-content?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3018c27c-328d-4c50-a2e5-b9ff1434056d&utm_content=daily
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/call-for-evidence-into-antisemitism-in-schools-and-colleges?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=edcbd544-e8d9-4cdc-b512-f010165541cb&utm_content=daily


News & Updates to National Guidance
Launch of Cyber Security Hub

● The DfE have recently launched the Cyber Security Hub for 

schools. This new service provides schools with trusted, practical 

guidance to help strengthen cyber resilience, reduce cyber risk, 

and respond to cyber incidents.

● Developed with direct input from school users, the Hub brings 

together incident response guidance, case studies and 

resources. 

Meeting digital & technology standards in schools & colleges

● See here for information on how schools & colleges can use the 

right digital infrastructure and technology.

● Updates have been made to information on the ‘Filtering and 

monitoring: core standard’ for clarity on assessing the risk around 

generative AI in schools and colleges. 

RISE support for reception improvement

● The DfE offers a range of online and in-person school support 

and professional development for improving teaching and 

leadership of reception. 

● See here for the published reception improvement offer which 

now includes a link to ‘Early identification of oral language needs 

for Reception-aged children’ webinar. It has also been updated to 

include information on the reception improvement support 

currently available. 

Fraudulent copyright infringement emails

● A multi-academy trust was contacted by a company alleging that 

the trust had used copyrighted images belonging to one of the 

company’s clients and financial compensation for this alleged 

usage was demanded. Following investigation, the Trust believed 

the communications to be fraudulent and designed to pressure 

them into making unwarranted payments.

● If schools receive similar communications, the DfE recommend:

o Remaining vigilant when dealing with unsolicited or 

unexpected communications

o Do not click on any links. Hover over them to preview the 

URL, then verify authenticity using a trusted source or known 

channel

o Do not make any payments without independently verifying 

the claim

o Report suspicious communications through your usual fraud 

reporting channels

o If you’ve clicked on suspicious links, change your password 

and report this to your IT department/provider following your 

cyber security plan

● If you have received similar correspondence, or have any 

concerns or queries, please notify counter.fraud@education.gov.uk.

● The Counter fraud guidance for education & training providers

page collates relevant guidance and resources in one place.

● Details on how to report suspected fraud in the education sector 

can be found on the Report fraud or financial irregularity to DfE

page.

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/9F8CA5CBAA7F78AA8685E44B0B4B891C26DF97158A5CD2DDD7AFAB5848D83350/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/meeting-digital-and-technology-standards-in-schools-and-colleges?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5ad63cca-4940-4276-ba5d-a75467a254f6&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rise-support-for-reception-improvement?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=9e137e6a-578e-4edb-a9b5-61a7e941c1df&utm_content=daily
mailto:counter.fraud@education.gov.uk
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/36A1D3C771CA23A81104E9AC1FF520D80BE3C238FDE3AB464EE1BDB64810CCA0/E88428518AB66B73BCAC0767571A187B/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/A7FDF2B297E4BC83CE77987C7AE0C78CC5F33D7E40FC46E1A4FCB8FE978A935A/E88428518AB66B73BCAC0767571A187B/LE35


News & Updates to National Guidance
Grooming Gangs Inquiry – formal notice to retain data

● In March 2026, the Chair of the Independent Inquiry into 

Grooming Gangs issued a high-level instruction to retain and 

preserve any material, digital or physical, that may be relevant to 

the inquiry.

● The inquiry has now issued a formal notice requiring individuals 

and organisations who hold potentially relevant information to 

preserve it and not destroy, conceal, or alter it.

● If you have any enquiries, please contact contactus@grooming-

gangs.independent-inquiry.uk.

Supporting SEND reform: developing the Experts at Hand offer

● Guidance and documents setting out expectations for local 

authorities and integrated care boards to develop and deliver 

their Experts at Hand offer in year 1 has been published here.

● Read the supporting press release here which sets out how local 

areas are to begin increasing access to speech & language 

therapists, occupational therapists and educational psychologists 

from September 2026

Early years foundation stage profile assessment support

● Early years foundation stage (EYFS) profile assessment support 

for school leaders and practitioners is published here.

● Please note that Module 7 of the online early years child 

development training linked from this guidance now includes 

EYFS profile content, plus additional videos to support children in 

reception

Destinations of key stage 4 & 5 students: 2024

● Data on students going into apprenticeship, education and 

employment destinations, and on 16 to 18 students progressing 

to higher education or training is published here. It includes 

information on key stage 4 destinations, 16-18 destinations, 

progression to higher education or training and longer term

destinations.

● The ‘Longer-term destinations information has been updated to 

link to 2023-24 statistics.

Develop languages education in your school

● The National Consortium for Languages Education (NCLE), 

funded by the DfE, is developing its support for language 

teachers and school leaders across England in 2026/27.

● This includes:

o helping teachers navigate the revised programme of study for 

languages via Language Educators Online (LEO), an 

evidence-based online platform with curriculum resources 

developed with experienced network leads

o strengthening system leadership for languages through its 

established strategic learning networks

o welcoming new schools to join one of two new National 

Priority Projects focusing on AI and intercultural learning 

centrally. These are led by experts from NCLE and UCL 

Institute of Education

● Sign up here to receive news and updates from NCLE and 

connect with your local Language Network.

https://news.service.education.gov.uk/4BE0D44D669EB79F06E00E4E5FFE9B785E535DE5CEFFCE8449F45B8A4368D257/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/4BE0D44D669EB79F06E00E4E5FFE9B785E535DE5CEFFCE8449F45B8A4368D257/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-assessment-support?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=7bd0307a-0e18-41d2-9409-661235da34b2&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/destinations-of-key-stage-4-and-5-students-2024?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=b75fd842-eb32-4f50-8687-ba3a9c7b9137&utm_content=daily
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https://news.service.education.gov.uk/19F1409B4CC5D8A7AAEE29F7D031C9F0EA50E01E7A9E2D56C804BBF7E4EEF74F/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35


News & Updates to National Guidance
Key stage 4 qualifications, discount codes and point scores

● Approved key stage 4 qualifications, discount codes and point 

scores for reporting in the 2014 to 2027 school and college 

performance tables are published here. 

● Please note ‘Performance points for qualifications counting in the 

2025 key stage 4 performance tables’ have been replaced with 

‘Performance points for qualifications counting in the 2026 key 

stage 4 performance tables’.

16 to 18 qualifications, discount codes and point scores

● Approved 16 to 18 qualifications, discount codes and point 

scores for reporting in the 2018 to 2027 school and college 

performance measures are published here. 

● Please note ‘Performance points for qualifications counting in the 

16 to 18 performance tables 2025’ have been replaced with 

‘Performance points for qualifications counting in the 16 to 19 

performance tables 2026’.

Transforming children & young people’s mental health 

provision

● A summary of the delivery of commitments in the transforming 

children and young people’s mental health provision green paper 

is published here.

● This information now includes a link to the 2026 data for mental 

health support teams coverage and school and college 

experience. 

● Read the press release which sets out how the government is on 

track to meet its manifesto promise that every school and college 

will have access to mental health support teams by the end of 

2029

Communicating with parents about school attendance

● Information and resources to help schools communicate well with 

parents and carers to support improved attendance have been 

published here. 

● The guide includes:

o new insights into attendance communications that work (and 

those that do not)

o practical suggestions about how, what and when to 

communicate

o resources to share with parents, including NHS illness-

absence advice and a series of animations

o ready-to-use letter & text message templates, phone call 

scripts and content on attendance topics

● Inspirational and instructive videos are also available. The 

leaders of 8 attendance and behaviour hub schools share 

their successful approaches to engaging & communicating with 

parents to improve attendance.

Monitor your school attendance: user guide

● Guidance for schools, academy trusts and local authorities on 

using the monitor your school attendance tool are published 

here.

● Updates have been made to the 

o ‘Monitor your school attendance: user guide’ to add a new 

section ‘Explore your attendance patterns’ 

o ‘Data you can access and use’. 

o the ‘Year 6 transition data download’ section in ‘Monitor your 

school attendance: user guide’.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transforming-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-provision?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=552dfc60-0e63-4d10-9931-704b94e52b96&utm_content=daily
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News & Updates to National Guidance
Working or volunteering in regulated activity with children

● Guidance on the checks needed for workers and volunteers 

engaging in regulated activity with children can be found here.

● This information has been updated to reflect the removal of the 

supervision exemption for volunteers and workers in regulated 

activity with children. 

● This change is in relation to the Crime & Policing Act 2026 which 

removes the ‘supervision exemption’ from the definition of 

regulated activity, following a recommendation from the 

Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse.

● From 1 September 2026, any person volunteering in a school or 

college who teaches, trains, instructs, cares for or supervises 

children frequently or on more than 3 days in a 30-day period, or 

overnight, will be in regulated activity, regardless of whether or 

not they are supervised.

● Schools and colleges must review volunteer roles before this 

date and ensure that any volunteer in regulated activity has an 

enhanced DBS check with children’s barred list information. 

Arrangements should be put in place now to obtain any required 

checks.

● Updates will be included in the forthcoming publication of 

Keeping children safe in education 2026. 

Universal infant free school meals (UIFSM): 2026/27

● See here for published allocations, conditions of grant and what 

the FSM expansion means for UIFSM funding for the 2026 to 

2027 academic year..

Similar schools model for attainment

● See here for information on how the similar schools data model 

for attainment will work when it is introduced in September 2026.

● The overview given sets out why Ofsted and the DfE are 

producing similar schools data as additional information for 

assessing school achievement.

● It covers:

o how the model will allow schools to benchmark themselves 

against better performers

o the variables used in the similar schools model to explain 

attainment at key stage 2 and key stage 4

o how Ofsted inspectors will use the data

o how schools will be able to use the similar schools

functionality

Maximising Value for Pupils news and guidance

● On 8 June 2026, the Secretary of State wrote to all schools, 

outlining what the DfE are doing to support schools, highlighting 

stronger contracts and lower costs. Following that message, they 

have shared a free resource that could save your school time 

and money.

● The Maximising Value for Pupils newsletter delivers the latest 

frameworks, guidance and tools to your inbox. From energy 

deals to finance, from estates to buying options, helping you get 

better deals and stretch your budget further for your pupils.

● Sign up here to receive the newsletter.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-or-volunteering-in-regulated-activity-with-children?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=21540ac4-0a4e-4f3b-b8c9-46e632f9e85b&utm_content=daily
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News & Updates to National Guidance
Protection of children’s biometric information in schools

● Guidance for schools, sixth-form colleges, 16 to 19 academies 

and further education institutions wishing to use automated 

biometric recognition systems is published here.

● Please note that the ‘Protection of biometric data of children in 

schools and colleges’ has been updated. 

Data protection in schools

● Guidance for schools, academies and trusts on data protection, 

protecting personal data, complying with data protection law, and 

responding to data breaches and other data protection issues is 

published here.

● The information on data protection policies and procedures 

(which sets out how to comply and document compliance with 

UK GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018) has been updated 

to add a ‘Filtering and monitoring’ section to ‘Cyber security and 

safeguarding’. 

School suspensions and permanent exclusions

● Guidance on the suspension and permanent exclusion of pupils 

from local-authority-maintained schools, academies and pupil 

referral units has been updated to clarity information regarding 

the duty to inform parents about an exclusion (see paragraph 64 

of ‘Suspension and permanent exclusion from maintained 

schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including 

pupil movement (comes into force from 26 July 2026)’. 

The enrichment framework for schools and colleges

● Non-statutory guidance to support schools and colleges to 

design and deliver a high-quality enrichment offer for all pupils 

and students has been published here.

● Read the supporting press release here which sets out that 

children in every part of the country are to get access to enriching 

activities to beat isolation online and build connections in the real 

world.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protection-of-biometric-information-of-children-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=593286b8-58e9-45a5-b850-1138f82ff070&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/data-protection-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=61841ce8-c2df-4f97-9a50-dd3e4c6c62f8&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-suspensions-and-permanent-exclusions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=03361e63-c123-4ead-8b88-488e6c60bc08&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-suspensions-and-permanent-exclusions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=03361e63-c123-4ead-8b88-488e6c60bc08&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-suspensions-and-permanent-exclusions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=03361e63-c123-4ead-8b88-488e6c60bc08&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-suspensions-and-permanent-exclusions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=03361e63-c123-4ead-8b88-488e6c60bc08&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-suspensions-and-permanent-exclusions?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=03361e63-c123-4ead-8b88-488e6c60bc08&utm_content=daily
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News & Updates to National Guidance – Finance & Funding
Inclusive mainstream fund: 2026-27

● Funding for schools and 16 to 19 providers for 2026/27 through 

the inclusive mainstream fund is published here.

● Information on the ‘Inclusive mainstream fund for 16 to 19 

providers: methodology 2026 to 2027’ has been updated to 

include information about fund rates for financial year 2026/27. In 

addition ‘Inclusive mainstream fund allocations’ and ‘Inclusive 

mainstream fund allocations: 16 to 19 providers’ have been 

added.

Early education partnerships funding

● Guidance for early years providers and state-funded primary 

schools in England applying for the early education partnerships 

funding opportunity has been published here. 

● This page includes supporting information and a link for 

application (which should be made by 11.59pm on Friday, 17 

July).

Initial teacher training general mentor funding 

● The claim window for initial teacher training (ITT) general mentor 

funding for academic year 2025/26 will close on 17 July 2026. 

Schools will not be able to submit a claim in this window after this 

date.

● See here for additional guidance or contact 

ittmentor.funding@education.gov.uk for further queries.

Free breakfast clubs grant 2025 to 2026 academic year

● Guidance for schools and local authorities on funding for the free 

breakfast clubs programme rolled out from April 2026 has been 

updated to include ‘Breakfast clubs spring arrears allocations: 

May 2026’ and ‘Breakfast clubs summer upfront allocations: May 

2026’.

Urgent capital support

● The DfE funds urgent capital support (UCS) as part of the 

condition improvement fund. UCS is specifically for urgent 

condition issues that pose the threat of immediate school closure.

● Information on how eligible schools and colleges can apply for 

funding to address urgent condition issues that pose the threat of 

immediate school closure is published here. Please note that the 

‘Urgent capital support: how to apply’ guidance has recently been 

updated. 

Condition Improvement Fund: 2026 to 2027 outcome

● The DfE has provided over £450 million for the 2026/27 

Condition IIMprovement Fund (CIF) programme. Information for 

academies, sixth-form colleges and voluntary-aided schools 

about the outcome of the CIF 2026/27 has been published here. 

Schools block national funding formula: split sites funding

● Information for schools eligible for split sites funding and 

numbers of additional sites that qualify for the basic and distance 

elements of the funding is published here.

● Please note that the ‘Schools block national funding formula: split 

sites funding’ has been updated for the 2027/28 financial year.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inclusive-mainstream-fund-2026-to-2027?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=bd95a061-e983-4291-96cd-72f02ab6253e&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-education-partnerships-funding?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2116f80b-34a5-40ab-815a-ec82752e38e9&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/8205746E443307B6C5A6DEE2FAD3F2F33928E45539DBC4A6ECE6487CFE64FECA/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
mailto:ittmentor.funding@education.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-breakfast-clubs-grant-2025-to-2026-academic-year?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=d483588a-ffec-4764-bc89-94d78a5b0846&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/free-breakfast-clubs-grant-2025-to-2026-academic-year?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=d483588a-ffec-4764-bc89-94d78a5b0846&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/condition-improvement-fund-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/condition-improvement-fund-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/schools-and-colleges-apply-for-urgent-capital-support?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8c57b011-fd95-4da9-b589-eae4e353c15b&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/condition-improvement-fund-2026-to-2027-outcome?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=af700de8-fd64-4932-9d3c-6bf62a5f30fa&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-block-national-funding-formula-split-sites-funding?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=9476097f-6c5f-4b8a-acba-6a08caf4ae12&utm_content=daily


Published Research & Evaluations
School and college voice: omnibus surveys for 2025 to 2026

● The school and college voice is a regular online survey which 

gathers views within the academic year from senior leaders and 

classroom teachers in state-funded primary, secondary and 

special schools, and in colleges. See here for more information.

● ‘School and college voice: January 2026’ has been added to the 

available information as well as data tables for teachers and 

leaders for 2026. The ‘School and college voice technical report: 

2025/26 academic year’ has also been updated.   

Breakfast club early adopters: interim evaluation

● This research was commissioned to evaluate the free breakfast 

clubs programme, focusing on its early adopter phase. It involved 

schools and parents as research participants.

● The report offers recommendations for schools on running free 

breakfast clubs. This is an interim report with further findings 

expected to be be published later in the year.

School attendance: annual and one-off events driving short-

term absences

● See here for analysis of reasons for absence during selected 

events to help schools and responsible bodies better understand 

and support the attendance of their pupils.

● Read the supporting press release which sets out how the 

analysis shows children are up to 55% more likely to miss school 

on their birthday.

Risk factors for becoming NEET: a statistical analysis using 

linked data

● Analyses risk factors for being not in education, employment or 

training (NEET) at ages 17 to 19 and 20 to 24 have been 

published here. The report presents DfE analysis of a detailed 

cohort study – the longitudinal survey of young people in England 

2 (LSYPE2) – linked to longitudinal education outcomes data.

● Risk factors considered include:

o Education, health and care (EHC) plan status

o Attendance and attainment in school

o Young people’s engagement in school

o Experience of the care system

Attendance mentors intervention: year 2 and 3 evaluation

● See here for findings from the year 2 and 3 evaluation of the 

attendance mentors intervention which aim to show:

o how the intervention has been implemented and examine any 

barriers or enablers to the implementation of the intervention

o why and how the intervention achieved its outcomes of interest 

across different pupil contexts

o to what extent the intervention improved school attendance 

for children and young people (CYP)

● Findings will add to the evidence base on what 

works for improving attendance and will help to inform similar 

programmes such as Attendance Mentoring.

● Year 1 findings are also available.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-and-college-voice-omnibus-surveys-for-2025-to-2026?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=405c94e0-9e9c-45e1-a34b-b6aae9980484&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/breakfast-club-early-adopters-interim-evaluation?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=c148dbf2-ed05-4790-9131-1f7a0bc5e34a&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance-annual-and-one-off-events-driving-short-term-absences?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=596a5502-d77d-45c6-979a-c4e83a04a49f&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/birthday-bunk-offs-fuelling-avoidable-school-absence?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=170c35ab-a72b-43cb-9f05-c5e1ccdcd832&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/risk-factors-for-becoming-neet-a-statistical-analysis-using-linked-data?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=c0195e52-3703-42f5-8b8c-d4933aad3ce8&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/attendance-mentors-intervention-year-2-and-3-evaluation?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=46063bf8-562b-4c75-9f16-1a310e721862&utm_content=daily
https://ampe.etioglobal.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-attendance-mentors-pilot
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/evaluation-of-the-attendance-mentors-pilot


Published Research & Evaluations
Energy for Schools benchmarking report

● Benchmarked schools provided their annual electricity and gas 

consumption and cost during financial year 2024 to 2025. This 

analysis estimates what their potential cost would be if they used 

the DfE Energy for Schools (EfS) service and summarises the 

cost and percentage difference.

● The data indicates estimated savings and savings 

percentages for a typical benchmarked primary and secondary 

school, split by electricity and gas.

Supply teachers framework benefits report

● The DfE and Government Commercial Agency have developed a 

new framework which caps the amount of margin supply 

agencies can charge schools when hiring supply teachers and 

temporary staffing.

● This report uses published supply teacher cost 

to schools data and provides a comparison between cost of 

hiring a supply teacher off-framework versus through the 

framework. Savings due to capped margins are estimated for a 

typical teacher in primary, secondary and special school.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/energy-for-schools-benchmarking-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3e28ef18-2d42-4e48-bb01-7523436fbb84&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supply-teachers-framework-benefits-report?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=fb3d0bf9-eb27-4a4f-920f-4cc3315b7e2d&utm_content=daily


Resources, Training & Campaigns

Strengthening partnerships between education settings and 

Mental Health Support Teams

● Register for an NHS England workshop, co-hosted by DfE on 

Wednesday 8 July 2026 at 3:45pm to 5pm on strengthening 

partnerships between education settings and Mental Health 

Support Teams (MHSTs). Sign up here

Prepare for winter illness webinar

● Together with the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) and NHS 

England the DfE are hosting a free webinar on Wednesday, 24 

June at 4pm to 5:15pm to help all schools (including specialist 

SEND schools) and their staff prepare for the autumn flu 

vaccination programme.

● The session will cover:

o the importance of flu vaccination for children's health and 

learning,

o how the flu vaccine works,

o how schools can work effectively with their local School Age 

Immunisation Service (SAIS) team,

o a brief overview of the wider importance of childhood and 

adolescent vaccines.

● The webinar is aimed at headteachers, school staff, local 

authority education officials, and education professionals, 

including those supporting children with SEND.

● UKHSA has recently updated their guidance on supporting 

immunisation programmes for children & young people. You 

should also take this opportunity to refresh yourself on the small 

steps schools can take to reduce the spread of infection in this 

blog from Professor Russell Viner, the Department’s former chief 

scientific adviser

RISE reception quality webinars

● Supporting smooth transitions into reception is a free RISE 

reception quality webinars for reception year teachers and 

leaders covering Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

assessment, transitions into reception, and how to prepare for 

high-quality provision. 

● The webinar will take place on Wednesday 24 June at 4pm. 

See here for more information and registration.

 

DfE live events

● See here for information on the DfE’s remaining summer term 

webinars and power hours. 

● Topics include supply teachers framework, free school meals 

guidance, banking, Management Information Systems (MIS) 

framework updates, budget forecast return and Risk Protection 

Arrangements (RPA). 

Recruit international teachers & sponsoring visas webinar

● Join this webinar on Thursday 2 July 2026 at 4pm to 5pm to 

find out about sponsoring visas, and how schools can recruit 

international teachers. This is predominantly aimed at primary 

and secondary schools who both currently sponsor visas and 

would like a refresher as well as schools who have never 

sponsored visas before.

Monitor your school attendance

● Register for a webinar on Tuesday, 7 July 2026 at 11am to 

midday about the attendance support package. Hear about 

new tools in the Monitor your school attendance service and 

wider new resources. Sign up here.

https://www.events.england.nhs.uk/events/understanding-and-meeting-the-challenges-to-education-sector-engagement-with-mhsts-webinar?es_c=17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E&es_cl=14FE6E5F3CEC17305A96D6452B4014E2&es_id=ph7%c2%a322
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/A825A9EFE27D76E89342964EAF8A9427CB7DD3B8A21F30B1899C2D7AFB842403/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0C7CABA824F9D1D579D47FD3DFB33E2029B407DE07F2D0B1098B941283A44669/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0C7CABA824F9D1D579D47FD3DFB33E2029B407DE07F2D0B1098B941283A44669/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0C7CABA824F9D1D579D47FD3DFB33E2029B407DE07F2D0B1098B941283A44669/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/B584FDA52F79E2F4E0538C77398288BC55372B4C020590FE88A906584FD53B5C/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/B584FDA52F79E2F4E0538C77398288BC55372B4C020590FE88A906584FD53B5C/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rise-reception-quality-webinar-series-4840915?es_c=17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E&es_cl=6ED7D67A9DF58D76BA8913068E8E43C6&es_id=ph7%c2%a322
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/dfe-live-events-74073750873?es_c=17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E&es_cl=5CA5C60785A10530BA8FD5A6E86E9653&es_id=ph7%c2%a322
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/508C93EFB90E78DE8791B6543C49BDB1900AAF6EF8796B02086A0E2B814F6CEB/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/508C93EFB90E78DE8791B6543C49BDB1900AAF6EF8796B02086A0E2B814F6CEB/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/monitor-your-school-attendance-new-dfe-attendance-tools-and-resources-tickets-1991373190820?es_c=17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E&es_cl=59643A14C78F3384DAE9CBD36D9C7B02&es_id=ph7%c2%a322


Resources, Training & Campaigns

Using AI in Education Settings

● A range of free support materials for staff in schools & colleges, 

developed by the Chiltern Learning Trust and Chartered College 

of Teaching are published here. The materials aim to support the 

safe and effective use of generative AI in education.

● Updates have been made for the 2026 to 2027 academic year, 

including:

o Support for school & college leaders - Support materials for 

school and college leaders about using AI (artificial 

intelligence) effectively and safely

o Understanding AI in education: module 1 – Support materials 

to understand how to use AI safely & effectively in their 

education settings.

o Interacting with generative AI in education: module 2 –

Support materials to use generative AI in education settings 

o Safe use of generative AI in education: module 3 – Support 

materials to understand the risks of using AI and how to 

mitigate against them.

o Use cases of generative AI in education: module 4 – Support 

materials to use generative AI safely and effectively.

Whole school approach to child sexual abuse

● The Centre of expertise on child sexual abuse (CSA centre) has 

launched a free, easy-to-use Whole School Approach framework 

to help early years settings, schools and colleges strengthen how 

they prevent, spot and respond to child sexual abuse.

● The framework helps settings audit practice, identify gaps and 

drive improvement, backed by practical tools, templates & 

guidance.

UK Drowning Prevention Week 2026

● The Royal Life Saving Society's UK Drowning Prevention 

Week takes place 13 to 20 June 2026.

● Drowning Prevention Week educates children aged 5 to 17 

each June with crucial water safety advice just before the 

summer holidays, when young people are outdoors more and 

need these skills and knowledge most, so everyone can enjoy 

water safely.

● Support includes, free resources in relation to water safety and 

the water safety code and information on activities near you to 

raise awareness and educate children in water safety and 

lifesaving skills.

● Please share this information with parents and carers.

● Other resources include the national water safety forum - UK 

drowning prevention strategy, child accident prevention trust - 

drowning, the British Red Cross - staying safe around water: 

first aid for drowning and the RNLI respect the water campaign

Safeguard children not in school

● The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel has published 

new resources to help safeguard children who are not in 

school.

● Children who are persistently absent or not in a school setting 

can be harder for practitioners to see and may be at greater 

risk. Persistent absence should be treated as a potential 

safeguarding concern, prompting multi-agency action rather 

than being seen solely as an attendance issue. 

● Access the resources here.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/using-ai-in-education-settings-support-materials?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=b59615a9-dfec-4637-ab44-56464cc96dd1&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-education/generative-artificial-intelligence-ai-in-education?pStoreID=Http
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-ai-in-education-support-for-school-and-college-leaders?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=aad4b300-8020-4f05-a555-c168b9fce857&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-ai-in-education-support-for-school-and-college-leaders?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=aad4b300-8020-4f05-a555-c168b9fce857&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-ai-in-education-module-1?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=73538223-c171-46d8-ae04-b7e6105d8e72&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-ai-in-education-module-1?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=73538223-c171-46d8-ae04-b7e6105d8e72&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/interacting-with-generative-ai-in-education-module-2?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2be7f324-2708-4324-99d8-8ae86475bcd7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/interacting-with-generative-ai-in-education-module-2?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2be7f324-2708-4324-99d8-8ae86475bcd7&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-use-of-generative-ai-in-education-module-3?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5a56e511-1bf4-466d-b9a2-b291670e6ddb&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-use-of-generative-ai-in-education-module-3?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5a56e511-1bf4-466d-b9a2-b291670e6ddb&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-cases-of-generative-ai-in-education-module-4?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=1f30076a-7e00-4f2c-b943-59378d1770a1&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/use-cases-of-generative-ai-in-education-module-4?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=1f30076a-7e00-4f2c-b943-59378d1770a1&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/AE2DC21B1773D7AB16BBD3383B927B23BC65A42BD862B7CA6292B2CDDA425FB0/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0987D7017CBE089CA6B0E7B61ED6DCD57C6FE9E3F1220138460DEDF09E2226AC/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/6A3A92AE21B5AB0E78FE42559C80E8C01085879F8583DE43D31CD41E6260E725/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/6A3A92AE21B5AB0E78FE42559C80E8C01085879F8583DE43D31CD41E6260E725/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/D3051DDFAF40FB4CF62A146B329FE745E5E63528DACC8169A9C1D9EAEF40A126/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/D3051DDFAF40FB4CF62A146B329FE745E5E63528DACC8169A9C1D9EAEF40A126/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/A0A2BE5B89A7A0E2D47E769912A918E1831EA42667289F2910EA94A4CC557FF7/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/9E757C7E87EE5494AE9A62F991CC68EF71B63049DD569852B1DB45C9EC31DC6C/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/ADBB2389EBBFA8A0A41B8E8F4EA18D86D7B26A6D46527B8B7B6AF3CB3F82571F/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0494F781DCA1539D7DBBDC3ED777EB541CE69C49CC643270498B9A35CACC3113/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0494F781DCA1539D7DBBDC3ED777EB541CE69C49CC643270498B9A35CACC3113/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0494F781DCA1539D7DBBDC3ED777EB541CE69C49CC643270498B9A35CACC3113/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/0494F781DCA1539D7DBBDC3ED777EB541CE69C49CC643270498B9A35CACC3113/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/7F81539DE0227B5274631A0C29F160B891F4A4165B6D6E73AF6EAA2433EFBBAF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/7F81539DE0227B5274631A0C29F160B891F4A4165B6D6E73AF6EAA2433EFBBAF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/7F81539DE0227B5274631A0C29F160B891F4A4165B6D6E73AF6EAA2433EFBBAF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/42CAA3D0FB3FD91820CA0D7CF0393309FF14AD9B30A5E7D0082B11CD4CF8F00A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/42CAA3D0FB3FD91820CA0D7CF0393309FF14AD9B30A5E7D0082B11CD4CF8F00A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/42CAA3D0FB3FD91820CA0D7CF0393309FF14AD9B30A5E7D0082B11CD4CF8F00A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/42CAA3D0FB3FD91820CA0D7CF0393309FF14AD9B30A5E7D0082B11CD4CF8F00A/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/244E282C7AF543007F4E09D29DEF5794C4B846F72413FB149BE4DEAFA38D6F03/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/4242A4BF547ADDE582B851FF8307DBC164A6E43F9331F174F38E6468DCDC167F/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/DF31397961B3DEF4876A69D8192A2311C3455D797434FE764212823D5F3C33DF/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35


Resources, Training & Campaigns

Excellence in reception teaching course

● This national professional development (NPD) course is for 

experienced reception teachers. It uses the latest early years 

research and evidence to support teaching in today’s 

classrooms. You will develop your practice and strengthen your 

understanding of key areas of child development.

● Guidance on the NPD course and how you can receive 

registration updates can be found here.

● See here for a description of the course and content framework.

Nuffield Early Language Intervention programme

● Practical information on how best to implement the Nuffield Early 

Language Intervention (NELI) programme (which is free and has 

confirmed funding until academic year 2028/29, subject to future 

spending rounds) is detailed in this case study, written by an 

early years reception teaching assistant and this teach-in session 

on ‘Early identification of oral language needs with 

LanguageScreen and NELI’.

● For further information and to register visit NELI.

Invoice fraud in the education sector

● The DfE are working with the National Crime Agency (NCA) to 

launch a new invoice fraud awareness campaign for education 

providers. The campaign highlights simple, practical steps that 

staff who process and pay invoices can take to prevent fraud.

● Read the NCA leaflet for more guidance and sign up for DfE 

counter fraud updates and alerts.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/excellence-in-reception-teaching-course-register-your-interest?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a9fc19c6-6dcc-4c7d-9dea-ebde8f204a06&utm_content=daily
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/excellence-in-reception-teaching-content-framework?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8f069a3d-c963-451c-bf60-b4fa0d2c5b1f&utm_content=daily
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/D1E5C6CE7647910A3E2F7627BE0C0F40E213FF6F398F3E7A3FB674EF406C46F9/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/CD98776D207683AFFF5AD606056FD260870A09BB19CE8EEA925276EEC925CDA7/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/CD98776D207683AFFF5AD606056FD260870A09BB19CE8EEA925276EEC925CDA7/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/CD98776D207683AFFF5AD606056FD260870A09BB19CE8EEA925276EEC925CDA7/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/264CBF919E8772D248248EBABF8654F463E7F39AB6326C8A347F197DCDB2DCB9/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/2D28B9BF5454A1C0649BDB5F3849989AE74F4F055903479F930A5EB1C0E37002/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/2D28B9BF5454A1C0649BDB5F3849989AE74F4F055903479F930A5EB1C0E37002/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/B0051C890CFD66977F41874BEE36511F753173DF4AE410C74C811F9FBBDBE5BA/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
https://news.service.education.gov.uk/B0051C890CFD66977F41874BEE36511F753173DF4AE410C74C811F9FBBDBE5BA/17A86C99CE89CF72BDF33FF30208F00E/LE35
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